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ylie ity ouncil members 
last eek conducted a ublic 
hearing to anne  a ortion o  

leasant alley oad, heard a 
ro osal or a senior citi ens 

a artment com le  and heard o  
e orts to organi e an adult com-
munity band.

he council met uesday, 
an. 1 , at ity all.

ther business included 
designating an o ficial ne s-
a er or ublication o  legal 

notices and hearing a re ort on 
ro osed board o  governance 

changes or orth e as u-
nici al ater istrict.

he community band is being 
organi ed by ike i e, y-
lie nde endent School istrict 

ine rts irector, and r. oss 
rant o  ylie.

ver the years, t o or three 
times  have been a roached 

about starting a community 
band,  i e said.

e noted that those re uests 
ere or him to organi e and 

manage the band, hich he as 
reluctant to do, but recently 

rant volunteered to hel  in the 
e ort.

ost ma or cities and sub-
urbs in the allas area have an 
active, adult community band,  

rant said. ylie is ready or 
its o n community band.

he band, i e e lained, 

ould be made u  o  recent 
ylie band students and adults 
ho have maintained an inter-

est in music over the years. e 
said the band ould elcome 
musicians ho have continued 
laying their instruments to 

those ho ould be icking u  
an instrument or the first time 
in years.

he t o men re orted that 
they e ect the band to hold its 
first rehearsal in ebruary and 
hold a concert in arch. enues 

ill include school auditoriums 
and outdoor locations, and the 
band ill er orm at various 
community events.

 ylie band ill bring oy 
to our community,  i e said. 

here are all sorts o  o ortu-
nities or us.

ouncil members e ressed 
su ort or the endeavor.

allas ounty has re uest-
ed that the cities o  ylie and 
Sachse anne  leasant alley 

oad, hich is designated as 

an or han road, or uture im-
rovements. he ylie ortion 

o  the road to be anne ed is 
1. 0  miles.

ity lanning and oning 
irector enae llie re orted 

that an initial 00,000 each is 
being sought rom ylie and 
Sachse to start the design hase 
or im rovements, and that 
allas ounty ill contribute 
1 million to a design that ill

See SENIOR page 6A
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eteran banker and longtime 
ylie hamber o  ommerce 

volunteer nita ollins ste ed 
into the role o  hairman this 
month and is busy at ork 
laying out a lan o  action or 
01 .

e certainly ant to be an 
advocate or every business,  

ollins said. ur board is 
made u  o  very community
based business eo le.

he ne  hairman moved 
to ylie ith her amily hen 
she as in fi th grade and grad-
uated ylie igh School, as 
did husband ill and their three 
children. ill is the o ner o  

ylie ro ane om any.
e are very vested in this 

community,  ollins declared.
She took her first ob in 

the banking industry in 1 1, 
orking as a lending assistant 

or ruett and ita Smith at 
irst State ank. n 1 , she 

oined irst ational ank o  
Sachse and recalled that they 
did a lot o  business ith ylie 
customers.

ollins ent to ork at 
merican ational ank in 
00 , hel ing to o en the 

Sachse acility, and is no  
arket resident over the y-

lie and Sachse branches. long 
the ay, she earned a graduate 
degree in banking at Southern 

ethodist niversity.
 al ays eel like being in 

banking and being in the cham-
ber o  commerce is similar be-
cause both are trying to hel  
businesses,  she said.

oals or the ylie chamber 
this year are to strengthen y-
lie city, economic develo ment 
cor oration and school connec-
tions to better hel  chamber 
members, and to recogni e the 
volunteer base that kee s the 
organi ation strong.

n addition, ollins ould 
like to recogni e longtime 
members o  the chamber.

She oints out that chamber 
volunteers today consist o  a 
ne  generation o  members 

ho are icking u  the civic 
res onsibilities o  their arents 
and grand arents.

he ylie chamber s onsors 
t o ma or events each year, the 
a ards ban uet, set or ril 
1, and a ro essional rodeo in 
Se tember.

e ant to continue to de-
velo  membershi  and bring 
value to our business custom-
ers,  the hairman said.

oining ollins as members 
o  the chamber board o  direc-
tors are mmediate ast hair-
erson o  the oard elissa 
eller , odney emer,   er-

ek ra er, on ool, obert 
ia , evin Ste art, eborah 
atern, an rrant, r. eth 
nderson, att orton and 

Ste hen erkins.
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 ormer ylie cou le, Shannon and 
erra athers, is utting a ne  t ist on 

the merican ream by building their 
o n house, out o  metal shi ing con-
tainers.

he house is located on 0 acres o  land 
near lue idge they bought in 01 . he 
overriding goal o  their ro ect is to live 
debt ree so that they ill be able to travel 
and en oy li e to its ullest.

e ant to get a ay rom the bank,  
Shannon said. e are building on cash 
flo .

y that, he means that they are build-
ing their house as money is available in-
stead o  taking out a bank loan. uilding 
on cash flo  means they have to care ully 
budget and rioriti e e enses.

e have a goal in mind, but some-

times it gets rustrating,  erra said.
he cou le and their t o youngest chil-

dren, 1 year old arrett and 1 year old 
ylie, moved rom a , 00 s uare oot 

home ith a s imming ool in ylie to 
a 0 s uare oot home in the country 

hile construction is under ay on the 
shi ing container house o  about 1, 00 
s uare eet. heir oldest children, yler, 

, and ollin, 1, are both ylie igh 
School graduates and live on their o n.

heir current abode is a shi ing con-
tainer ith a built on s ace, ith the 
sho er and toilet located in a recreational 
vehicle arked nearby. hen the amily 
first moved to the country, they did not 
have ater or electricity. ntil they got 
utilities, they utili ed solar o er and a 
generator, and hauled ater to the site in 
a 0 gallon tank.

nstead o  vie ing the some hat rim-
itive living conditions as a hardshi , the 
cou le ointed out that they saved money 

that could go into the home ro ect.
he house consists o  our intermo-

dal shi ing containers they are 0 eet 
long, .  eet tall and eight eet ide
that ere set u  by crane on 1  concrete 
iers and that have been oined together 

to make a single structure. indo s ill 
be cut into the metal alls, door ays 
added and interior artitions built to

See NEW page 6A

Pleasant Valley Road annexation sought
Wylie, Sachse would have to contribute to construction, design costs of road

Chamber chairman 
charting courseA sustainable dream home

Couple building family home
out of shipping containers
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ylie ayor ric ogue re-
cently acce ted a ne  res onsi-
bility hen he as named resi-
dent o  the e as School or the 

ea  governing board.
ogue as a ointed to the 

School or the ea  board by 
the governor s o fice in 00 , 
artly due to his being fluent in 
merican Sign anguage.

 am honored to su ort the 
dea  community and look or-

ard to continuing my ork 
ith the board,  ogue said.

e learned ho  to sign at the 

age o  10 so that he could be-
riend and communicate ith 

some dea  neighbors, began 
inter reting church services 
at age 1  and as a certified 
inter reter by 1 , accom any-
ing dea  and hearing im aired 
eo le to city council meetings, 

college classes and other unc-

tions.
e as School or the ea , 

located in ustin, is established 
as a state agency to rovide ed-
ucational services or dea  and 
hard o hearing students u  to 
the age o  1. t o ened in 1  
and has an enrollment o   
students.

School or the ea  board a oints ogue 

he filing eriod o ens ednes-
day, an. 0, or s ring elections to 
several area city and school district 
osts.

andidates have through eb. 1  
to sign u  or the obs to be decided 
in ay  elections.

o ositions on the ylie ity 
ouncil must be filled this s ring, 

those held by ayor pro tem eith 
Ste hens, lace 1, and by odd in-
tters in lace . ity council mem-
bers are elected at large by osition 
and serve terms o  three years.

Filings open for spring elections
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Shannon and Terra Mathers are 
working on building their dream 
home out of shipping containers.

his is the last eek the 0th 
annual est o  ylie ballots 

ill be in the a er. 
allots are due no later than 

an . tra co ies o  The Wy-
lie News can be urchased at 
our o fice at 110 . allard in 

ylie or any ne srack. 
ou may also submit a 

do nloaded ballot rom your 
e dition. Sim ly go to the 

e dition on our ebsite and 
select Subscri tion . ou can 
access the current and ast 
editions o  the ne s a er.

allots can be mailed to . . 
o  , ylie,  0  or 

brought by our o fice. ailed 
entries must be ostmarked by 
an. . 

inners ill be announced 
in ebruary.
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Architectural elements such as rounded windows take ordinary shipping 
containers and turn them into a home.

Joe Reavis/The Wylie News 
Anita Collins stepped in as the 2016 chamber chairman.

Last week for ‘Best of’ ballots
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